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Note: 

WELCOME WALFORD CREEK  
 

The announcement of moves to progress the development of important base metal 

deposits at Walford Creek north of the Century Zinc Mine near the Northern Territory 

border west of Burketown represents a developmental opportunity for the Gulf Savannah 

section of the Tropical North Queensland Region.  Also prospective in the area is the 

Westmoreland Uranium deposits right next to the border.   

Further development of mining in this area also represents an opportunity for Cairns as 

the closest major regional city, the Tablelands and Tropical Coast area. 

See following map and https://aeonmetals.com.au/walford-creek-project/.   

But this development, along with the development of the new Beetaloo Gas Basin and 

the existing McArthur River Mine further west in the Northern Territory highlights the 

need for State and Federal funding to progress the sealing of the final unsealed sections 

of the Savannah Way between Normanton and Burketown and north of Doomadgee to 

the Queensland border. 

The following brochure produced by Cummings Economics for the North West 

Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils in 2023 sets out the case for sealing this 

section of the road network across the Far North providing about a 400km shortening of 

the sealed road access between Cairns and Darwin and across to the Kimberleys. 

It also highlights a need for contact between the TNQ region and Northern Territory to 

mount a joint case for sealing the Northern Territory section from the border through to 

Borroloola, thus completing the missing sealed road access right across the Far North 

from Cairns to Broome. 

Walford Creek, along with the Westmoreland uranium prospect and the Redbank copper 

deposits, have long appeared on maps of mineral prospects that would be advantaged by 

completion of the last sealed sections of the Savannah Way. 
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