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ADDRESS TO THE DOUGLAS SHIRE BUSINESS FORUM

WS (Bill) Cummings

THE VITAL ROLE OF DOUGLAS SHIRE IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF TOURISM IN TROPICAL NORTH QUEENSLAND



2

VISITOR NUMBERS COUNTED, 2011 CENSUS

CAIRNS CITY AREA 10,813

DOUGLAS 7,888

CAIRNS NORTHERN BEACHES AREA7,208

Source : A.B.S Census Data
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Lb¢ hΩbLDI¢5ha hΩbLDI¢DOM DAY TOTAL

CAIRNS $662 M $723 M $133 M $1,520 M

DOUGLAS $76 M $298 M $23 M $397 M

OTHER $61 M $228 M $54 M $342 M

% DOUGLAS OF 
OUTSIDE OF CAIRNS 55% 57% 30% 54%

TOURISM EXPENDITURE 2013-14 TROPICAL NORTH QUEENSLAND

Source : Tourism Research Australia
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ANTA REPORT 1972
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EARLY 70S : CAIRNS CENTRE OF GROWTH

BY LATE 70S : DOUGLAS PROGRESSIVELY
DEVELOPED ITS OWN IMAGE AND ROLE

Å JIM AND JO WALLACE: REEF LINK
Å JOHN AND MARGARET TROST : PROMOTION
Å JOHN MORRIS AND FAMILY: INVESTMENT
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LATE 70S TO EARLY 80S

Å INTERNATIONAL TOURISM GROWING
Å AIRCRAFT BIGGER : AIRPORT UPGRADING NEEDED
Å CAIRNS HIGHRISE URBANISATION DEBATE
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PATA REPORT 1981
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ά¢I9 ²hw[5 ¢h¦wL{¢ Lb5¦{¢w¸ IS
AS BYZANTINE AS YOUR RAINFORESTέ

ROBERTSON COLLINS, 1981

¶FULL OF MARKET SEGMENTS

¶HIGH RISE IN CAIRNS WILL DRIVE AWAY 
SOME SEGMENTS, BUT ATTRACT OTHERS

¶ IMPORTANT TO HAVE PLACES IN THIS 
REGION WHERE THOSE SEGMENTS
DRIVEN AWAY CAN GO
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AND SO IT HAPPENED

¶ MARLIN COAST AND PORT DOUGLAS THE ANSWER

¶ AIRPORT ON STREAM, 1984

¶ MAJOR CURRENCY DEVALUATION, 1986

¶ VISITOR NUMBERS IN HOTELS AND MOTELS DOUBLE IN 3 YEARS

¶ BANK FINANCE STIMULATED BY DEREGULATION

¶ �D���:�K�Z�����h�/�>���/�E�'�����K�K�D���~���,�Z�/�^�d�K�W�,���Z���^�<���^���[�^���D�/�Z���'���•


